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House of Burgess: Scott nearly bails over fan 
at feet 


Crist starts Florida governor’s debate unopposed 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Oct. 15 at Broward College’s Bailey Hall in Davie, Florida, Republican Gov. 
Rick Scott and Republican-turned-Independent-turned-Democrat former 
Gov. Charlie Crist were set to debate. Eliott Rodriguez, WFOR anchor, had 


just finished introductions when the camera panned to an empty stage. 


“Ladies and gentlemen, we have an extremely peculiar situation right now,” 


Rodriguez said. 


Just then, Crist stepped to his podium to whoops and applause from the 


audience. 


“We have been told that Governor Scott will not be participating in this 


debate,” Rodriguez said. 


Shock and disbelief from the crowd. 


“Governor Crist has asked to have a fan, a small fan placed underneath his 
podium,” he said. “The rules of the debate that I was shown by the Scott 
Campaign say that there should be no fan. Somehow there is a fan there. 
And for that reason, ladies and gentlemen, I am being told that Governor 


Scott will not join us for this debate.” 


The chorus of “boos” came tumbling after. 


Crist then began pretending he was giving a stump speech until he was 


interrupted by Rosemary Goudreau, Sun-Sentinel editorial page editor. 


“Do the rules of the debate say that there should be no fan?” she asked. 


Crist claimed ignorance of the rules and annoyance over the interruption. 


“Are we really going to debate about a fan?” he said. 


Crist continued his monologue while moderators scrambled and Scott 


supporters heckled. 


“This is remarkable,” said Frank Denton, Florida Times-Union editor, “over 


sort of a trivial issue, no matter which side you believe you’re on.” 


Scott then broke the minutes-long confusion by finally walking on stage. 


“Ladies and gentlemen, that has to be the most unique beginning to any 


debate,” said Rodriguez, “not only in Florida, but I think in the country.” 


I think the phrase Rodriguez was missing was: “poorly managed political 
theater.” Scott didn’t make even a passing mention of the fan again unless 
directly pressed. He stared down at the podium hard when it came up, 
almost as if he realized the miscalculation he had made before he had even 


finished making it. Crist’s prior fan usage is no secret. 


“T always like a fan at the podium when I give a big speech. You have no 
idea how hot those TV lights can be,” wrote Crist in his recently released 


autobiography, “The Party’s Over.” 


By requesting a ban of Crist’s fan, Scott’s campaign was attempting to paint 


him as vain. 


“Sometimes Crist travels with one fan; occasionally two,” reported Tamara 
Lush and Brendan Farrington of The Associated Press Thursday. “As 
governor, Crist spent $320 on fans during a trade mission to Europe. 
They’re almost always placed at his feet, blowing cool air over his body and 


face, although at times a dutiful aide has held one aloft. ... And the fan has 


threatened to become debate fodder before. When Crist showed up with one 
before debating Tom Gallagher in the 2006 Republican gubernatorial 


primary, Gallagher wouldn’t go on until he got one, too.” 


In the debate’s aftermath, each campaign gave different written accounts. 


“Rules provided by the Scott campaign ... stated ‘candidates may not bring 
electronic devices (including fans),’” reported Lauren Mayk of WFLA 
Thursday. “However, the Crist campaign’s handwritten addendum stated 
the candidate agreed to the rules ‘with understanding that the debate hosts 


will address any temperature issues with a fan if necessary.’” 


Organizers issued a statement Thursday confirming Crist broke the code. 


“Leadership Florida and the Florida Press Association did not anticipate or 
plan for the possibility that a candidate would not honor the debate rules,” 
it read. “In retrospect, the debate partners should have been better 
prepared for this possibility. In addition, we regret that one candidate was 
allowed to take the stage and allowed to talk before the fan issue was 


resolved.” 


Scott claimed he wasn’t aware the debate had started. Even if this was true, 
it doesn’t matter now. Scott’s anti-fan demand had the unintended effect of 
making him look bad for seemingly throwing a tantrum over something so 


inconsequential. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


